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April 20, 2020 
 

Residents of Spotswood, 
 
Before you watch the PowerPoint (please see link below or click here) regarding our town budget, I will explain 
briefly the increase and break it down by percentage distribution. I would also remind you that no one likes tax 
increases and the people who make these decisions do not take this task lightly, as we also pay taxes. 
 

The increase this year is 3.99%, and the breakdown is as follows: 
 

Salaries and Wages:    1.35%     =     $ 96,007.00     (New personnel and contractual increases) 
Health & Benefits:     1.18%     =        $ 84,000.00     (Plan Increase) 
Recycling Costs:   0.84%     =      $ 60,000.00     (Middlesex County; Increase from Vendor) 
Debt Service:   0.62%     =     $ 44,493.00     (Repayment of Loans) 
 

  Total     =          $284,500.00 
 

We are utilizing $1,170,519 of the funds in our surplus account of $1,404,000. The reason we do not use all the 
surplus, which has been suggested before, is there is no guarantee we will regenerate it; that is especially true 
this year. 
 

There is no increase in Water and Sewer rates. 
 

I will add that, in speaking to our professionals, we have been advised that at the current rate we will not be able 
to afford a school system or police department within ten years at the most. I like having the personalization of 
hometown services as much as the next person; however, the simple facts are that currently East Brunswick and 
South River pay nothing for EMS services, and the budget for the Library is equivalent to the increase listed above. 
Our debt service will continue to increase over the next few years and tough decisions will have to be made in the 
very near future. 
 

On a last note, due to COVID-19, we may have to go back to the drawing board since this budget was prepared 
before the pandemic. We are not sure what assistance we are going to get from the Federal Government.  
  

Given the above factors, what this means to you at the average residential assessed value of $255,913.86: 
 

Annual increase:  $98.76 

Quarterly Increase: $24.69 

Monthly Increase:  $8.23 

  
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Ed Seely,  
Mayor 
 
 

https://70b4e0cc-895a-4769-9d67-0a0ff34becac.filesusr.com/ugd/8918de_32ed19840949463082c29f08ccb7fdc4.pdf

