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May 1, 2020 
 

Residents of Spotswood, 
 
Is there light at the end of the tunnel? Indications from the State House would suggest so, but, perhaps, that’s a 
matter of perception. The Governor has decided to ease the restrictions on both state parks and golf courses as 
of sunrise tomorrow, and one wonders if this is because the numbers of positives seems to be declining, or is 
political pressure a factor? One hopes it’s the former, but politics seem to be inescapable, even in these times. 
 
I attend a Governor’s conference call every Friday that includes the counties of Middlesex, Monmouth, and Mer-
cer. A great deal of time is spent discussing the reopening of the State and, as you can imagine, patience with this 
situation is going out the window. There’s been a lot of talk regarding assistance to residents and businesses, yet 
I, like you, have failed to see it thus far. My fellow mayors and I are getting numerous calls regarding unemploy-
ment benefits not being processed, small business loans not available, and virtually no help on the call numbers 
provided. I know a good number of you may be struggling; if so, please reach out to my office. If we can help, we 
will, or we will try to point you in the right direction and put you in contact with someone who can. 
 
You may have heard the Governor has facilitated extending the tax due date from May 1st to June 1st. However, 
he left it up to municipalities to make that decision based on their financial situations. Unfortunately, it is not 
financially feasible for us to do so and the tax due date in Spotswood must remain May 1st. 
 
To report on our COVID-19 numbers: We are currently at 70 positives with, sadly, two deaths. The numbers are 
still climbing, but slowly; this was expected, given only a little over 2% of the State’s population has been tested 
to date. We are not out of the woods yet, so please remain vigilant; continue to practice social distancing and 
wear face coverings. It really is working! 
 
Allow me to go back to the opening of state parks; you will notice our small parks are still closed. This is because 
they are all, essentially, playgrounds and, while nothing would make me happier than to open them, I honestly do 
not believe we could effectively maintain social distancing. It’s for the safety of our community that we keep them 
closed at this point. 
 
I do apologize that my letter doesn’t contain better news, but this is our reality right now. I am very certain, 
however, that better days are on the horizon and we will all be enjoying each other’s company again soon. Until 
then, continue to Be Safe, Be Smart, and Stay Healthy. 
 
And, as always, God Bless, 
 

 
Ed Seely,  
Mayor 
 
 


